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Cripple Creek and Victor gold mine open pit today.Cripple Creek and Victor gold mine open pit today.
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Colorado gets 80% of its electricity from coal.  More than half the coal mined is sent to other states to generate electricity.

Industrial minerals refer to building materials such as sand and gravel, crushed stone, Industrial minerals refer to building materials such as sand and gravel, crushed stone, 
clay (bricks), gypsum (wall board), limestone (cement), dimension stone (sandstones, clay (bricks), gypsum (wall board), limestone (cement), dimension stone (sandstones, 
granite, marble and rhyolite blocks –see Molly Brown house, inset). granite, marble and rhyolite blocks –see Molly Brown house, inset). 
The average home contains 400 tons of industrial minerals!The average home contains 400 tons of industrial minerals!

The production of mineral and energy resources in Colorado has always been important to our economy, and remains so. In 2005, the value of minerals and energy resources produced in Colorado reached $11.8 billion, The production of mineral and energy resources in Colorado has always been important to our economy, and remains so. In 2005, the value of minerals and energy resources produced in Colorado reached $11.8 billion, 

40% higher than tourism, and nearly double the revenues from agriculture.40% higher than tourism, and nearly double the revenues from agriculture.
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