
FOREWORD

The purpose of Colorado Geological Survey Map Series 43 is to compile coal resource 
information into a 3-map series covering the State of Colorado. These maps contain 
information on coal ranging from coal mine boundaries, coal fields and coal regions, to 
displaying values for coal rank, quality, and recent coal developments and exploration.  
This CD-ROM publication contains three maps in PDF format for viewing on computer 
screen or for printing.  The files are formatted to plot at 1:500,000 scale.  Coal Resource 
Maps of Colorado, 2006 is an update of a 1978 Colorado Geological Survey (CGS) 
publication entitled Map Series 9, Coal Resource and Development Map of Colorado, by 
D.C. Jones and J.E. Schultz. The 1978 map is also included as a digital TIF image on the 
CD-ROM, and an introduction for the new map series is included. This publication can 
be used by coal scientists and engineers, coal mine managers, local governments, and the 
general public for researching information on coal resources of Colorado.

This mineral resources project was funded by the Colorado Geological Survey utilizing 
funds from the Colorado Department of Natural Resources Severance Tax Operational 
Fund.  Severance taxes are derived from the production of gas, oil, coal, and minerals.

James A. Cappa
Chief, Mineral and Energy Resources Section

Vincent Matthews
Division Director and
State Geologist
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Grand Mesa FieldUpper Cretaceous Mesaverde Group hvC bituminous and subbituminous

Somerset Field
Upper Cretaceous Mesaverde Group hvA, hvB, hvC bituminous

North Park Field
Paleocene and Eocene Coalmont Fm subbituminous A, B

Cheyenne Subbasin of Denver Coal Region
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Upper Cretaceous Laramie Fm 
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Upper Cretaceous Vermejo Fm 
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hvA, hvB, hvC bituminous, 

some subbituminous
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Upper Cretaceous Vermejo Fm 

Upper Cretaceous and Paleocene Raton Fm 
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Tongue Mesa FieldUpper Cretaceous Fruitland and Kirtland Fmssubbituminous A, B
Canon City Field

Upper Cretaceous Vermejo Fm 
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Pagosa Springs FieldUpper Cretaceous Fruitland and Kirtland Fms hvA, hvB, hvC bituminous
Durango FieldLower Cretaceous Dakota Group (Montezuma County only) Upper Cretaceous Fruitland and Menefee Fms hvA, hvB, hvC bituminous

Nucla-Naturita FieldLower Cretaceous Dakota Group hvA, hvB hvC bituminous

Cretaceous
Mesaverde

Group
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Yampa Field
Upper Cretaceous Williams Fork Fm(Upper Coal Group) 

subbituminous B, C Upper Cretaceous Williams Fork Fm (Middle Coal Group) 
hvB, hvC bituminous 

Upper Cretaceous Iles Fm
(Lower Coal Group) 
hvB, hvC bituminous

Scranton Field
Paleocene Denver and Dawson Fms

subbituminous C and lignite A
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Past coking coal production

Note: Where there are multiple deep coal beds, 
the shallowest mineable bed is indicated.
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GIS and digital cartography by Cheryl BrchanData sources: counties, highways, and railroads— Colorado Department of Transportation; township 
and range— Tobin International, Ltd.; coalbed methane wells— Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation 
Commission; power plants— power plant owners; coal basins— CGS Map Series 9, Coal Resource 
Development Map of Colorado, 1978, by David C. Jones, Janet E. Schultz, and D. Keith Murray; 
active coal mines and permit boundaries— Colorado Division of Minerals and Geology
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Cumulative CBM (coalbed methane) 
production by basin in billion cubic feet  
(BCF), through 2005
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EXPLANATION

Denver Coal Region

Coal region defined by extent
of coal-bearing formations

CBM wells as of August 1, 2006

Underground mine and name

Surface mine and name

Coal mine permit boundary

Coal-fired power plant and name

Coal development drilling, 2005-06

Potential power plant 
developments in 2006-07
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