
Larimer County 
 
Crystal Mountain District 
 
The Crystal Mountain District stretches across three townships in Larimer County.  Mining began as early as 1884 at the 
Buckhorn Mine; the Crystal Silica Mine began producing prior to 1910 (Thurston, 1955).  Production occurred 
sporadically during the period 1935 to 1945 and 1955 through 1965.  Beryl production was listed last in 1965 (Colorado 
Bureau of Mines, 1965).  The Colorado Bureau of Mines report for 1964 notes that beryl and mica were being mined at 
the Yo-Jo, Big Boulder, Corral  Pole and Langstone properties and that the Jolex Mica Plant operated during the year 
(Franz, 1964). 
 
Martin (1993) describes the main country rock as schists of the Idaho Springs Formation.  The pegmatites themselves are 
related to Silver Plume granites.  Most of the pegmatites are unzoned feldspar (perthite) and quartz-rich with a good bit of 
black tourmaline.  A few zone bodies are particularly rich in beryl.  
 
Baillie (1962) describes specifically the Double Opening, Big Boulder and Hyatt Beryl Mines.  Sharps (1962) assesses 
possible remaining mica reserves at the Buckhorn, Hyatt Beryl and Langston Pit.  The Bureau of Mines surveyed 
specifically the Crystal Silica, Buckhorn, Tourmaline Prospect, Bull Elk Prospect and Beryl No. 5, along with an 
unidentified quarry (Langston Pit?) (Martin, 1993). 
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District Mines (Mindat.org) 
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Mona No. 4 
Mount Ethel Mine 
New Hope Claims 
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Primorose Beryl Lode 
Rattlesnake Park Mine 
Rita Beryl Mine 
Sherwood Place Prospect 
Storm Mountain Mine 
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Tourmaline Prospect 
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Vona Mae Mine 
Wisdom Ranch Prospect 
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